attempt to hold on to what is fading away, it loses" even
what little it might have retained. The British ruling
classes have had a long and brilliant career and through-
out the nineteenth century and after, they dominated
the world. Yet today w^e see them nerveless, witless,
incapable of consecutive thought or action, and in a
frantic attempt to hold on to some vested interests,
mining their great position in the world and shattering
the proud edifice of their empire. It is even so
with classes that have fulfilled their function and out-
lived their utility. If the British ruling classes are
manifestly failing, in spite of their prestige and tradi-
tion and training, what shall we say of our Indian
Princes who for generations past have grown up in
decadence and irresponsibility ? The problems of
government require something more than a knowledge
of how to manage polo-ponies, or recognise the breeds
of dogs, or have the skill to kill large numbers of
inoffensive animals.
But even if the Rulers of the States were willing,
their willingness would not take them far. For the
master of their immediate destiny is the agent of the
British Government and they dare not offend him. We
have seen in the case of Rajkot how a Ruler who was
inclined to come to terms with his people was threaten-
ed with deposition, and how later he was made to
break his word under pressure from British agents.
Thus the conflict in the States is only incidentally
with the Rulers. In effect it is with British Imperial-
ism. That is" the issue, clear and definite. And that
is why the interference of the British Power in the
States against the people has a special significance.
We see this on an increasing scale, not only by the
Political Department of the Government of India
and its many Agents and Residents, but through its
armed forces, as in Orissa. This interference in order

